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On July 24, Guillermo Quijano, Panama's representative on a trilateral commission (Panama, Japan
and the US) studying alternatives to modernize the Panama Canal, reported on the commission's
recent findings. According to Quijano, two proposals are currently under consideration. One
consists of adding a third set of locks in the canal. Quijano indicated this alternative would cost
approximately US$5 billion. The second proposal, with an estimated cost of US$9 billion, involves
constructing a new canal at sea-level. According to Quijano, construction on either of the two
projects would take between 20 and 25 years. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 07/24/92)
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